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1983. His taxes for 1980-81 indicate business income on a 
Schedule C. No taxes appear to have been filed for 1982 
through 1984. 


Kuklinski is said to have a second business office for )/ 
Sunset at 225 Lafayette Street, New York, New York along with a I 
garage/warehouse in North Bergen, New Jersey. 

Sunset has 22-6290979 as a taxpayer identification 
number. Sunset had an account at the First National State Bank 
in Holworth, New Jersey. That account was closed in 1981. 

There is an account in his wife's name (Barbara Kuklinski) at 
the Provident Savings Bank in Dumont, New Jersey bearing the 
account number | Kuklinski is said to have written 

checks on that account in his wife's name in 1984. It is 
believed that this is not a joint account. 

Furthermore, he is living in a home in which his 
mother-in-law, Genevieve Pedron, holds the first mortgage. She 
does not live there and is not claiming interest deductions 
for mortgage payments. The second mortgage is in the name of 
First National State Bank, Hackensack, Naw whiio t-ho 

third mortgage is held by his attorney,! I 

I I It appears that he 

may nave hidden the home from the trustee when filing the 
petition by placing his home in his mother-in-law's name. 
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Recent information shows that he is presently 
negotiating for the purchase of a house in Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey for approximately $300,000 — not a bad recovery for 
a bankrupt. 


Finally, the trustee 
can be reached at 




and he 


Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

THOMAS W. GREELISH 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 



WALTER F. 'TIM^NE 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
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Post OffiQO Box 3.I5S 
Hewarks Hev? Je 2 ?sey 071OI 
August 23, I9B5 


Hpxioralsle Thomas W. Oreelish • 

Uhito<i States Attorney 
Room §02 ■ . 

Federal Building . . 

970 Broad Street ' 

Newark# Net*/ Jersey 07101 - , . 

Attention* Assistant Bnited States AlJtorney 
, Vlalter F, Tlmpone 

,* BE I RICHARD KUSDINSKI 


Dear Nr* Oreellsht • . - 

This will acknowledge your letter of August 20# I985# 

concerning the investigation of. Richard Kukllnski. 

1* , Please be advised that your request, together with 

BUbraltted documents, have been seat, to our Hackensack Hesldent 
Agency, , : . . ' 



Very truly yours, 

Robert P* Wright 

Acting Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

10/11/85 

Date of transcription_ 

JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, was advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and ]d7C 

he furnished copies of the following documents: 

1. Statement of RICHARD L, KUKLINSKI -mTlrder of GEORGE MALLIBAND, b6 
JR*, witnessed by Detectives I —l and I I b7C 


2. Supplementary investigative reports in the matter of the 
murder of GEORGE MALLIBAND, JR. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conciuslons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and Us contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 


Date of transcription. 


10/11/85 


Lieutenant 


DUMONT, NEW JERSEY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 


was advised, of the identity of the interviewing agent and he furnished 
copies of the following documents: 

1. Arrest report, dated January 18, 1982, of RICHARD KUKLINSKI. 

2. Two FIRST NATIONAL STATE BANK Insufficient Funds Checks 

payable to GEORGE MALLIBAND. 
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In addition. 


furnished a photograph of KUKLINSKI and 


the following physical description: 
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Full Name: 

RICHARD LEONARD KUKLINSKI 

Race: 

White 

Sex: 

Male 

Date of Birth: 

April 11, 1935 

Place of Birth: 

Jersey City,, New Jersey 

Social Security 

Account Number: 

142-26-7071 

Height: 

6^4” 

Weight: 

270 pounds 

Eyes: 

Brown 

Hair: 

Brown 

Miscellaneous: 

Wears glasses and has full 

Martial Status: 

be.ard 

Married, wife is BARBARA K 

Residence: 

169 Sunset Terrace, 

Telephone Number: 

Dumont, New Jersey 

385-5548 


Investigation on_ 


, . 9/19/85 


_at. 


Dumont, New Jersey 


^Flle # 


Newark 49A-1830 


by. 


SM 


(A) /dhe 


-b 


.Date dictated. 


9/24/85 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 






U.S* Deparlmcnl of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Newark, New Jersey 
October, 17, 1985 

RICHARD KUKLINSKI, 
doing business as (dba) 

Sunset Company, 

Knierson, New Jersey; 

NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY ACT 

Assistant United States Attorney (ALISA) WALTER F. TTMPONE 
rei'erred this matter of bankruplcy fraud on August 23, L983* Allegations 
are tiiat KlIKl.INSKL luul hidden assets when lie declared bankruptcy with 
claims against him totaling $250,000.00, His petition indicates lie 
had no business interests but preliminary investigation reveals KUKLINSKI 
owned a pornographic' company known as the SUNSICT COMPANY, Emerson, New 
Jersey. 

_ Additionaily, investigation revealed 

v/liile claiming on his petition to be unemployed with no income received 
from himself or cithers. 

RICHARD LEONARD KUKLINSKI is desc'ribed as a white male, date 
of birth April J(, 1935, place of birth Jersc/y City, New Jersey, Height 
6**V’, 270 pounds, eves are brown, hair, brown and lias full beard. His 
j)resent wife’s name is BARBARA KUKi.lNSKI. 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



'I'his document contains neither recommenda L ions not conclusions 
of the EBl. It is tiu* propcM'ty of the FBI and is loaned to your agenc-y; 
it and its conlec'ts are not to be* distributed outside your agency. 


4r^ureau 
i“USA, Newark 

t (Attn: AUSA Walter F, 
Newark (49-1830) 


Timpone) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST!GAT!ON 
1 

Date of transcription^- 10/22/85 

I I TRUBEK MD GRAS SO 

ASSOCIATES, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey, telephone number _ 

was advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and she 
furnished the voluntary information: 


I_[advised TRUBEK AND GRASSO ASSOCIATES leased office space 

to RICHARD KUKLINSKI located at 428 Old Hook Road, Emerson, New Jersey. 
She furnished copies of three lease agreements signed by KUKLINSKI. 
Review of these agreements indicated KUKLINSKI leased office space from 
TRUBEK AND GRASSO, from October, 1977 through January, 1981. She was 
unaware of the type of business KUKLINSKI had and she assumed he was 
in the toy selling business. KUKLINSKI always paid | | in cash with 

the exception of one occasion when she returned a cancelled check to 
KUKLINSKI and he gave her cash back. 


I_[said that part of the lease agreement requires a Public 

Liability Insura nce for personnel injury for a least three hundred thousand 
dollars. | could not recall if KUKLINSKI was carrying this insurance 

through her company or insured by someone else. 

On September 23, 1985, 1 | telephonically contacted the 

Paramus, New Jersey, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI) Office and 
advised the agent that KUKLINSKI was not insured by her company and 
review of the company file did not indicate what insurance company he 
did use while leasing property from TRUBEK AND GROSSO. 
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Investigation on_ 


9/20/85 


by- 


SA 


Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey _Pj,Q ^ Newark 49A-1830 


KA)/dhe 


.-Date dictated. 


9/24/85 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned, to your agency; 
ic and Us contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oat* of tfantcrlptlnn 11/12/85 


Review of BjRGEN COUNTY DISTRICT COURT Docket Number 477251 
located at the BERGEN COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING, Hackensack, New 
Jersey, revealed RICHARD KUKLINSKI was served notice of suit by DELTA 
AIR LINES on April 19, 1982. A judgement was reached on September 1, 
1982 for approximately $800*00. Attorneys representing the plaintiff 
were from the firm EICHENBAUM, KENTORWITZZ AND LEFF, 586 Newark Avenue, 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 


investigation on_ 11/1/85 

by_ SA 


at Hackensack. New Jersey 

( 3 ^ 

_Date dictated.. ■-11 /1/85 


File it Newark 49A-1830^ 


a 


-Zju- 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Investigation on_ 

10/29/85 

Paramus, New Jersey 

at 

Newark 49A-1830 

File * 

sa| 


□ 

11/1/85 

by 


-Date dictated 



-II 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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^ UNITED STATES ATiAnEY 

UNITED STATES OEPARIHENT OP JUSTICE 
f70 Broad Strttt 
Newark* New Jeraey 07X02 


Supervisor Sr. Resident Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Building S-10 Route 17 
North Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


Re: 


Date: March 1, 1986 
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Dlaclosure of Grand Jury Materials 


Dear Sirs: 


o* 

^0 


The Grand Jury materials arc being disclosed to you pursuant to 
Rule 6(e)(3)CA) which provides in pertinent part: 

Disclosure otherwise prohibited by this rule 
of natters occurring before the grand jury# 
other than its deliberation and the vote of 
any grand juror# nay be nade to 

(ii) such governnent personnel as are deened" 
necessary by an attorney for the government 
to assist an attorney for the government in 
the perfornance of such attorney's duty to 
enforce Federal criminal law. 


In connection with the disclosure of this information# however# 
please be advised that Rule 6(e)(3)(B) provides: 


Any person to whom materials are disclosed 

under sub-paragraph (a)(ii) of this 

paragraph shall not utilise that grand jury 

material for any purpose other than 

assisting the attorney for the government in 

the performance of such attorney's duties to 

enforce Federal criminal law. /n /, ^ 

(searched.. 2/Ll^dexec 
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• • 

An attorney for the Government shall promptly provide the 

District Court, before which was empaneled the Grand Jury 
whose material has been so disclosed, with the names of 
the persons to whom such disclosure has been made. 


Pursuant to this requirement, your name is beinq supplied to 
the District court as an individual to whom disclosure has been 
made. If it is necessary for you in turn to disclose qrand 
jury materials to additional agents or others for the purpose 
of assisting the Government attorney conducting this specific 
qrand jury investigaton, you are to maintain a record of such 
disclosure, such as by transmittal letter, memorandum or the 
like. Rule 6(e) now provides that "(a] knowing violation of 
Rule 6 may be punished as contempt of court." 

In order to comply with the new requirements of Rule 6(e), 
please keep me advised of the status of the investigative steps 
instituted based on the qrand jury material disclosed to you. 

Very truly yours. 


THOMAS W. GREELISH 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 



I hereby certify that I have been fully advised and understand 
the restrictions on the Grand Jury Secrecy requirements imposed 
by Rule 6 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. Any and 
all matters occurring before the qrand jury are secret and 
cannot be disclosed and knowing violations of Rule 6 may be 
punished as a contempt of court. 





upeivisoTi 




pervisor 


HrT Resident Agent 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


0«t* of transcription. 


8/18/86 


I_IHARnr.n.q phr. in, 

Randolph/ New Jersey telephone number |_|vol¬ 

untarily appeared at the Paramus/ New Jersey Federal 
Bureau of Investigation office and he advised as follows: 


unsure iJ 
in-laws. 


_ Imet RICHARD KUKLINSKI in 1972 when I | 

~| was 

the house was in KUKLINSKI’S name or his mother- 


H % 

I 


KUKLINSKI never concerned himself with money. He 
leased his cars from BROGAN CADILLAC in Ridgewood, New Jersey, 
His wife vrore a Plemington Pur as well as expensive jewelry. 
They took numerous vacations and always used DELTA AIRLINES 
when they traveled. 

KUKLINSKI had an pornographic film processing 
business. His office was in New York City and he had an 
apartment in Bayonne or Hoboken. 

He displayed the gun he carried to It 

was des cribed a s a 22 Caliber Black & White Derringer. 

He told I I the Derringer has no serial number and he 

liked to carry it when he had to collect payment or out¬ 
standing bills. 

KUKLINSKI may have had another company called 
WAYNE DISCOUNT CENTER selling dungarees. KUKLINSKI may have 
used aliases because he used several different drivers licenses 
with different names | [ could not recall KUKLINSKI aliases. 

In 1979 KUKLINSKI aske di J for a $30,000 invest¬ 
ment in a film processing deal. H did not know the 

details ho wever. KUK LINSKI promises to triple his money in 
18 months. I p ollaterized his bank Certificate of De¬ 

posit and got a loan for $20,000.00. He borrowe d $5,000 
each from his father-in-law and brother-in-lav7. I 1 

gave KUKLINSKI a $25,000 cashier check which was endorsed 
by KUKLINSKI. KUKLINSKI paid him only $500,00 in cash. 
KUKLINSKI said the investment v/as a bad business deal and 
not a loan. 


Investigation on- 


8 / 6/86 


^.Paramus, New Jersey 


P„e 4 “Ne^wark 49^-1830 


-Date dictated- 


b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Isloaried to^your agency; 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ' > 
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1 

FEDERAL BUREATJOF INVESTIGATION 


Oat* of transcription. 


8/18/86 


I_I FLEMINGTON FUR S, 8 Spring Street, 

Flemington, New Jersey, I I was advised of the 

identity of the interviewing agent and she advised as 
follows; 


MRS. B. KOKLINSKI purchased a Flemington Fur in 
November, 1979. It was paid in full with an initial deposit 
of $550.00. There is no record of how the remaining balance 
v/as paid. 



Investigation on» 


8/7/86 


_at 


Paramus, New Jersey 


Newark 49A-1830 

-File * i _. 1 


by_ 


SA 


''rsh 



Date dictated. 


8 / 8/86 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loane^^tjo your'agenc^A^. 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oat* of transcription. 


8/18/86 


I _jPHILMOUR INCORPORATED, 

87 Washington Avenue, Dumont/ Nev7 Jersey was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing agent and he advised as follows; / 

The PHILMOUR is a clothing store where RICHARD (fi 

KUKLINSKI v/as a regular customer since 1981. He averaged ^ 

$10,000.00 in clothing purchases for he and his wife. 

KUKLINSKI paid in cash in a timely fashion. He never paid 
with credit cards or checks. 

I did no t have sales receipts nor account 
NSKI. I I v;as unsure of KUKLINSKI‘S 

source of income. KUKLINSKI dressed nicely, drove Cadillacs 
and wore much gold jewelry. 

I [ thought KUKLINSKI was in the film 

reproduction business howev er, his busi ness deteriorated 
during his wife’s illness. I remembered KUKLINSKI 

said he wanted to enter a partnership with other unknown 
individuals in a luncheonette business. 
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Investigation on- 


8/7/86 


Dumont, New Jersey 


.Filet- Newark ,4gAi-ia30' 



Date dictated- 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and4s.loaned tp^ygiur ag^cy; 
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 








REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


11/25/86 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 



(HRA) 


RICHARD KUKLINSKI; 

DBA SUNSET COMPANY, 

EMERSON, NEW JERSEY 
NBA 

00:NEWARK 

SAC, NEWARK (49A-1830) (HRA) 

Captioned matter was opened upon referral from 
Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) WALTER TIMPONE to 
whom the case was initiated by the New Jersey State Police 
(NJSP). Meanwhile, the NJSP has been targeting subject 
as their primary suspect in at least four homicides in 
the New York, New Jersey Metro area. 

On 8/11/86 captioned matter was discussed with 
AUSA WALTER TIMPONE and after thorough review of all bank 
records and other evidence it was determined -by AUSA TIMPONE 
that there was a lack of evidence to prosecute this matter. 
AUSA TIMPONE requested a meeting take place between himself, 
the. 'New iTprsp.y State Police, the Deputy Attorney General and 
SA I_I 

On-8/12/86 the merits of the above case were 
discussed with the above individuals and they were advised 
the US Attorn ey would not authorize prosecution at this time. 
AUSA I explained it would be necessary for federal pro¬ 

secution to reveal subjects transfer of assets on or about 
the date of bankruptcy. To date, all investigative efforts 
failed to show any fraudulent "hiding" of assets by subject. 

_ It was agreed that the FBI would subpoena subject's 

_to be reviewed for lead purposes. 

In addition, AUSA TI MPONE requested subject be personally 
subpoened to furnish F I 
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On 8/28/86, Inv estigator I I New Jersey 

State Police requested SA I I refrain from a personal 

subpoena being served on subject due to a covert investi¬ 
gation and surveillance of subject by NJSP. ifHA I 


2^ewark 


m. 


SEARCHED^ 

seriauzeS 


iOV 2 5 1986 
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FBI —•NEWARK 


! 1985 O - 461-275 (428) 









U.S. DepartmenPof Justice 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Newark, New Jersey 
April 8, 1987 


RICHARD KUKLINSKI, 
doing business as (dba) 
SUNSET COMPANY, 

EMERSON, NEW JERSEY 
NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY ACT 


This matter was opened upon referral from Assistant 
United States Attorney (AUSA) WALTER F. TIMPONE, to whom the case 
was initiated by the New Jersey State Police. Initial allegations 
were that KUKLINSKI had intentionally "hid" assets when he declared 
bankruptcy with claims against him totaling $250,000.00.^ Initial 
review of his Voluntary Petition indicated he had no business 
interests, nrie>mr<iow<a,q WT -hh nn 1 noomta received from himself 

or others, and 


Subsequent investigation revealed KUKLINSKI did own a pornograpbic 
company (SUNSET COMPANY) and was contemplating the purchase of 
a new house valued at $300,000.00. However, further investiga¬ 
tion which included numerous interviews of creditors, along with 
review of documents and bank records, failed to prove KUKLINSKI 
transferred assets at the time of bankruptcy. In addition, the 
New Jersey State Police indicted KUKLINSKI for his involvement 
in four local homicides. In view of this indictment and since 
all investigative efforts failed to show any fraudulent "hiding” 
of assets by KUKLINSKI, AUSA TIMPONE declined prosecution at this 
time. 



RICHARD LEONARD KUKLINSKI is described as a white male, 
date of birth: April 11, 1935, place of birth: Jersey City,_ 

New Jersey, height: 6'4", weight: 270 pounds, eyes: brown, hair: 
brown and has full beard. His present wife's name is BARBARA 
KUKLINSKI. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor con¬ 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 


4 - Bureau 

1 - USA, Newark (Attn: AUSA WALTER F. TIMPONE) 
- Newark (C)-49A-1830 ) 

(1-66-3710) 

GCri”* s Im 

6 ^” 




ISEARCHEDZJJLl INDEXED 
I SERIALKEl k* .jn F ILED 



APR 2 2 1987 / 


FBI — NEWARK 


FBI/DOJ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
ED Airtel 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 4/8/87 


TO: ^ DIRECTOR, FBI 

PROM: SAC, NEWARK (49A-1830) /cUHRA) 

RICHARD KUKLINSKI, 
dba SUNSET COMPANY,, 

EMERSON, NEW JERSEY 
NBA 

00: NEWARK 


Re Newark airtel to Bureau dated 10/17/85. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and three copies 
of an LHM regarding captioned matter. Also, one copy disseminated 
to the Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA), Newark,.New jersey. 


2 - Bureau (Enc- 
(P - Newark 
GJI-slm 


- 4) 


DUPLICATE SERIALS PURGED 

AND DESTROYED PER 

DATED 11/3/86, ON INITIALS 
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APR 

2 2 1987 

FB»- 

NEWARK 1 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 
















(CONTINUED) 


■ ■' t '’T' 7 -r 

.; V The state rested its case yeste^ay . 
ih-the murder trialiOf;RidKard L Kuk- 
lihski, theKS(hcalled ‘Tceman’’.of Ber- 
■; gen County, after 13 days of testimony 
.-inHackensack'.;'.;::' * • . 

Pfosecutors.called 34 witnesses to 
. ■ the standiindintroduced more than.IOO s 
exhibits as evidence against Kuklinski, ; 
52, who is charged with using cyanide ' 
to poison two crime associates to .keep, . 
police bff his trail. Medical testimony 
1 ' shoWed& two werb also strangled.: 

' KuklinskCa grdhdfathfer who lives 
ih':Dumont„is also charged, with 'three | 

. other, murders, for .which he. will-be. 

" tried later. In one of those slayings, he - { 

■ allegedly stuffed a corpse in a: freezer 

.- for two years, prompting authorities to ' ; 

‘ dub him ‘The Iceman;” : • ^ . -r ij 

.'Defehselattorney .Neal Frank is; | 

' expected'‘'to call-several medical ex--] 
perts to refute- evidenceithat cyanide ,- i 
' was' used in*the slayings. Autopsies 
Tound ho traces of cyanide in the bodies 
of the victims,. Gary Smith' and DMel < 
'Depprief/both^S.s ■ 

;/• i. ' However,, a medical examinei^tes-i;: 
^tifm^'that'the'deadly ;pbisbnd|ssip^^ 

,} quickly when'a body decomposes.,.; i 
i?' Durihg-.testimohy, ;withesses,re- > 
Jipeatedly described :Kuklinskl asrth'et' 

F; %raihs”.^or :the'“bosS’l of a Pater^^^ ^ 

i;-crime ring4hat .operated but of .d small s, < 
^'.'noveltystore,'- vrC;"-:.,:" ’ 

1'^ '■ ■ : Two members Of the crime nhg;0, J 
■g testified lhat KuklinsklS ^hg held up -.;' 
-^ jewelry ,stores’;;.stole,cars; forged- 
'■'checks'iahd committed burglaries 
V-fore poUce began to close in on them. : i 
' The witnesses testified ’ that Kuk-C 

• linski hid Sihith and Deppner in motels, 

• to keep- police from finding them. The ; 
Estate produced a string; of .;mofel: re^jv. 
ceipts showing that Smithand Deppner^:,,. 

' had checked into, several motels .under’ '' 

;the aliases'"Jack,Bush”'ahdj“Bill ^ 

^ icy.^ t'--. 

' ';-Smith%a‘s found strangledOn O 

'' NOrtrBergeh motel in December 1982,;;,: 
and Deppner’s'body wns found^iin'a '^' 
. wooded',area. inPasuaipJ^ouhty 
-1983.' ; •• t.-.' •>,■■ ?-.f 

- >; Richard Patterson, 39, |a;,Floridaj;p 

man who .was formerly: engaged to 
•-Kuklihski's: daughter, told jurors, he, 

1 helped.Kukiiriski;<dKpose.of a body m ^ 
. the.West Mlford woods, 
n. . pattersonitestified: that, when he ., 
f'-returned’frgim a hunting'trip to New : 
Is^tefkr-KuKlihski told him he had been ■ 


keeping' a friend in Patterson’s Ber'gOn^ 
field Apartment: Patterson testiflea|' 
that .'Kuklinski told Kim'-aii. ihteiider^ 
must-have,killed'the, victfmjtaferlden- 

tified as Depprier,-whil,e*;Kuklinskt3|M 

but .bringing the .mahainneriv-f:^-? 

.N.Medical Examiner-Dr.';Geetha N^*; 
tarajan testified that;both'DeppriS';-Mff;| 

. Smith-must havebeeh.ipbisonedAWi 
thehAtrangled beOaus?--,their; 'bitdtes^ 
boreio.-signs,.thattthpy Tpsisted thef#^ 
attackers.'-:' 

- >?,‘It;is rare'-'ln two/healthy-adulte; 
.maiesto^Hna.'no d.efense lypunds ,artd noi 
' signsOf'resistance:” she festifie'd."-,"^:;' 

,;Dominick';PoliteOne,,.ah ,ageft|for | 
the federal Bureau of '.Alcohol Tobacco ;} 
.'.and Firearms, testified that hewentun-;; 

: -Bercovbr at 'the •Patersbn store .and beif: 
'%iended Kuklinski;: v;jv'.^4r " i 

, - - 'fln'seOFetly recorded conversations, 
' •playb'd Iri ■'couft,‘;Kuklinskl described' to - 
Polifrbne the profiency, of-oyahide,; 

' terming .th'p.pdison a “nice,' quiet”.^kill-. 


'the tapes/''' T 

‘/ -.'^^The defense begins^its' case, todaj^i 
Before the jury. ihBiiperio^rtl^fj^ 





:nc»ic«* S«crch Slip 
FIM60 (Rev. 7-2VB31 


TO: OFFICE SERVICESHWANAGW 



I Birth Date I 


Address 



O Exact Spelling 
O All References 
□ Main Security Case Flies Only 
D Security References Only 


File & Serial Number 


□ Main Criminal Case Files Only 

□ Criminal References Only 

□ Main Security (If no Main, list all Security Reference 
O Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal Reference 


Remarks 


File & Serial Numt 



I * Identical 
Nl • Not identical 


File Review Symbols 

7 • Not identifiable 
U - Unavailable reference 

















-f 


PD-350 (Rev. 12-5-78) 










1 




JJ 



(Indicuto page, name of 
newspaper, city and stuleJ 

THE STAR LEDGER 
NEWARK, N.J. 

Dute 3 / 3 / 88 
Edition: page 40 


J ceman' tape pla- 
d at murder tri- 
eals boats of 
nide murder. 

ruder: 

r 

isitlcation: ? 

nitting Office: 






• *v-'. '4’“'' >:■• 

BiliviPrank, told ;the,.Sup6rior;C!ourt jur'yrthat .KuklinskS 
asSuhied a‘lUough-guy’’’posture,in'p,rdef.;tO! >cppe;with.d 
“tough icrbwd’^’he ^ was; mirigling .with: in^ Raterson,' ;H6. said 
;there}is‘ iio specific'Ovidenbe: tojSupp'orf thb 'type 'of' killings 

Kuklinski braggedafout;'-r ' 

■,<StFraiik pointed ■ out .that iwheniKuklinski ,Was to - meet 
asked Roli-v; Polifroheiand ahbth'errjgenlrposing^asirthe'l‘fich'ki^^ at 


: -.;Kuklinski’s brazdn cdmmeiits;<^^b 
[' conversations with Pomihick' PoliffoneiA-f^bial .imdei:cpv^;,i 
l!;er,agent,Mo.testified;yesterda3t4hafefle^iiei^%ed;K^^ 


derates :td.keepi; polip: off‘His-trBb^^ 
tfronetdpmvide.,cyanide;theageu|festUie.df^|^ 2 ^X vV?'-*. -:v Sf 
K Polifrone,.'an.,agent fohthit!ed§f41'B|ti^ -of Alcohol, 5* 


ily from; his: home ihipumpli^d|ff]®P^^^||phbnffii> and 
t:coritihuallykgMred%bthefiR® 
i^^ahidethrbugh.Kisibnneclibtf&-^f^*... . , , , 

I \'^The;two'men met.frequehj[y^^i^^bb1^f|stamahts toAt 
'discuss business,” PblifrQhe,^^|^?!plBr8tfe said hewas.Y'*' 

l>qrking-“deepj undercover,iwaqiusmg a 

tficlitibusdriVefsilicpnsqicarreMt^lionlpfd’ptherid.bnW^^ 
•cation tbpbhceal.hK'identityll^^^'iS^^, ’'ii- 

.‘In-numerous^tapp'd talked J' 

%attebbf-fdctly about the best way forutmlmarade;^*^;'^ 
K’';‘!H;The 52-yearrbld’KukMski i|:adaufe^%killing Gary 


of,-’?Kuklinsk 

saidj^Thayp sOme rSts I want'tb get'rid op”,C' j 

’ y/yJ?Pblifrbhe5:espoXdedt“TheJqnly'phg I can’t undeS^ 
'■is,';dbn!fyou ^se: a piecb of iron tbjget^ 

You.use'cyanide?” 'iA •■■5-'t-l v' 

ffl “Why be jihessy?”, Kuklihski said.,;“You;doa^t 
caltn.'Jt,may show, my friend,-butit’s quiet,-it’slibtVmessy 
it’s.hpt as nofer-'' 4/1 

;.viThefeb;even, spray-mists »afoSnd,”;i Kuklinski/ 
ued;“You.put1hat stuff iU.am%yybi-^^^^ 

'face,‘ahd theygo tb.sieem”’BuTKuklihski addedvthat'hehau. 




herethereb a will, there’s a way;^’.‘Kuklinski'sa'id.-d;‘ 
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l/.5->^y®teran forensic, e^ert testifiedvestefday'tliat cya- 
\ D 1 *?v^ P^seiit 'in ihe;bodies ,'of two 'inen: 
j Richard L. Kuklinski is charged with poisoning'more than 
/ five years ago. ^; - ’ 

'./Contradicting earlier tKtiiriony Ky Estate me&al W 
-aipiner, Dr,,Prederic Riedera of Philadeiphia testified that;-: 
"It ai^npt appear that cyanide was used to kill GaryiT? Smith" 
And Daniel E..Deppner, both 38 , • • 

• if the chemicaf fiad been 

Smth and Deppner, if could have dissipated' 
j because of .decomposition and putrefaction of the bodies. .'I 

^ ffiere was-a ^reasonable pfobabilit^Uhaf it'' 

;ShouW4ave been found during autopsies.Medical examiners^ 
.^ trace^of the deadly, poison in both victims. 

major witness to appear oifbehalji; 
Qf the:defense m the double-iriuMer trial in Superior 
fnackensack. Assistant public^defender Neal Frank is ex- 
. pected to call one or two^other (medical experts to .cbntin- ! 
C ' state witnesses’ claii^ of cyanide poisoning. !■ : ' 
h i IIf yr.Hstimony may be completed todaVr' ifuk- ‘' 
rlinsIa,^| 2 /,of.Du^ charged with slaying-Smith and'' 
;;Deppnur ,bjrdacing j;heir last meals with cyanide. The two ' 
l witnesses as error-prone’“workers” in'. 

iP§Ws.P?tei?pn £rme .rini were also sfrangk^^^ 

( Cording to-medical testimony. .Kuklinski .is known’ as.Ithe-- 
I • to;ahthprities, who say Ke'placed the body of an- ’' 
1 other alleged murder victim in a freezer.' 

who said he has-been a fdfensic toxicologist<- ’ 
(.•for^l wears, pd cyanide .would have been A'i-eadily^dem-'.’.: 
y onstrated. la the corpses of Smith and Deppner if the poison' * - 
I ,was;used as the killing agent.'’‘.it* • ' ^ i*.,' 

h '■ '. ^ ho;;eyidence ’whatsoever, of the presence of 

i®.® reasonable probability 

j .that iL these individuals had been poisoned by cyanide, it- ' 
‘ would be readily identifiable.^^ “* ' • ' ■.■■■-> / >.• - 

; ‘'jJn^^.pstionjng by De^ty Attorney General Robert 


Carroll, .Rieders-conceded that cyanide'.cbtiid 'hdye escaped.' 
.^detection .in- lab. tests :becausb''bf .the decompositibh' ahd'^pu- '■ 
\trefactiPn of the bodies. •; 

;^?;'-.;'“If,a. body 'is given a' lethal dPse df hyahide-and'it is-'; 
.'subject td'advanced idecoinpdsition, it is not dhly possible-’'’ 
" that it Would not,be.‘detected, U’s'Unpely^it’ W be detect?- v 


./'■the gastric -(stomach)' contents; 'Even if' the-’ body ’ were?in’ | 
^j/Udyanced.decomposition, if the gastric cpntehts.wete pr,e- / 
cUeryed;, there;,is ai ieasdnable probability df-cyanide being*'■ 
/'detected,'even’.if th’eitissue samples were frozen for-seyen - 

‘-'months.--.^?..'-''': ''' 

■ 4 ,.‘Tf a person dies from.cyamde, there,is a reasonable ■ 
■/probability ;pf smelling, it,..t'est'ing. ior,iti/and*firiamg;-it.. ’ 

/"^if .they,(njedical examiners) proceed td'do so,”,Rieders said./ 

. ' According to witnesses. Smith was fo'Uiid'dead in a '' 

//North Bergen motel Toom' Dec: 23 , , 1982 .-Deppnerfs'body 
;/was,.discovered Mgy IS) 1983 ,'ih:,the West Milford'wobds/A '/ 
/ywitaess told the jury Deppner .was slain,Feb;J}:i)£ 13 .,,f 'v||;>^^^ 

i; A_ssistant 'Medical Exaiiiindr .Dr,* Geetha. Nafarajan^f 
/ testifying ..earlier -fdrfthe State,- said toxicplogy/tes^ -were *. 
"cpnducted.in dune 1 . 98^3 to test Ddppner,’s an 4 Smith’s,;frozen; y y- ^ 
■'.tissue samplds’for'cyUhideV-The .tests'prpyednegatiye 44 ;^^^^^ I.:;] C- 
'Natarajan testified thatiablier.autdpsTeS'did;n 6 tch.eckr^^^ 
/forcyanide/because' there'wa's no' immediate suspiciondhat-'i 
it they had been poisoned. .S/- • - .jjv;"TV';/ •/ tiA 

('-..■(ii.'i She.-alsd.said she-did no{;,imme.diatelyl 6 rderj|es.tsffp^ V 
/Cyanide , because thd;.decomposition of .the.b'odies'. w'duld • ^ U j 

*haye madesucH tests’fruitless. C, /•, j?' /;■: -f 

v-it' >Natardja'n testified ’that-.ajlhdugh the’.t'ests- di'd,nqt;re-.t'| 
,;;yeat,.traces of cyanide," the -.meir were apparently -imp'aii'ed!j 
'py))p;drug.at the'. titne,; 6 f their'’strangulation;becaude''-^^ 

■‘bodies bore no defense wounds or- signs 'of resistance’.to'their/ 
-attackers. : 1 .,- ;.. 5 > 

'fhpr -n 3^ -o ? 

searched-^indexed j— 

serialieed_M.filfd, .A.A >■ 
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“The Icemari/’ Richard L Kuklinski, after; a, retired New.,, 
York City cMef .medical examiner testiHed that cyanide 
.-probably not^bsed' in ;iKe slayin^^ of twd Passaic Coiint^- v 

' • Dr. Dominick DiMaiQ told the jury.int|uperior. Court, . 
r Hackensack,'that there wasurio reasonable certainty, ;.that 
V ■TrJii now Qmifh anfl Daniel nerinner. 



vUn Tuesuay,' jjr./rreueiiu «i*««^^*i/***»*.*y. ; 

xerisic toxicologist,s^id cyinide was:^^^^ not present., I 
inthebodierofSmtharidDeroner;. ^ .i 

Howevcar, the'state yesterday balled ajebuttal witness, 
IDr. Michaer Baden, who |estified tKat ] 

^and Deppner were consistent” with cyanide poisoning; 
ii: ; Kuklihkki,: 52,'of Dumont, isfaccused of killing 
rand Deppnerrhis, alleged confederates in a Pat^son crime | 
ring, in order to silence them to authorih^. Prosecutors^ ^ 
believe Kuklinski poisoned the men ;by. contaminating their .j 
food" with'cyanide before they , were .strangled* Autopsies ^ 
failed to detect the, deadly jdison, but Kuklinski bragged:m 
secretly taped conversations, with an undercover federal 
! agent that he had once killed a^manby:;sprinpng cyaMe^n 1 
; his hamburgers ^ ' - , ’ f 

S' Kuklinski addressed the,court for the first time yestet-'.: 

w.‘TTiinphAiimplstAr that, he'1 


V s Kuechenmeister.told KuklihskW^ the court h^S; 

taken no position” o.n whether Kuklinski should testify, but: 
she warned Kuklinski that should he-take the stod, he would- 
; be siibiect to,cross-examination by prosecutors; : 

Tf TrtiHiticiri wprA tn take the'stahd. DrosecutorsxoulQ, 




UC ID Vital gcu. ail Vi, i/iivkjw, ^ ^ ^ . 

ih'a freezer,i prompting state investigatoijs:to' nickpame^m 
i'^^The Icehiahi”' , ■ * s "= 's ^^ ^t.- s 

' KuklinswV attorney,’Assistant Public'Defender Neal 
i Frank, rested his case after calling-nine witnesses ovot 
1; three daTO. Five testifiedjbr five minutes or less. The state i 
' presented bdse over 13 days; calling 3| witnesses.: i 

.' ^ Frank isUo “call a rebuttal witness Friday beforeahe 
jury begins deUberations-6n Monday;' ; ' ’ ! ^' 5 

' . Rieders aiid DiMaio contradicted earlier testimony by ; 
Deputy SthtAMedical’Examiner Dr. Geetha Natarajan, j 
who testmed^at. the; victims app^untly'died of cyanide ^ 
poisoning aad strangulation.-' ,1’ v.{r . ‘' - ■ -; 

' ’< Natarajan said she 'recorded, no conclusive causes of 

deat h' in;tKe'.death cer tificates of _Smi^'md D^pnCT be- • 





fl/M 







(CONTINUED) 


cause their bodies were decomposed, Smith was dead for 
fSaS^hen his body was; found in a North Bergen ; 
■motel room in December ;1982, and Deppner l*|d ^endead 
for-months when his body was discovered m the West Mil-, 

“ StSaKSed thaWran^^^^ ' 

. were the apparent causes of death because the mens necks 
Ed ligSv^marks-on them that came from a rop| or cord 
.-'and they.miist have beenampaired Jv ? 

‘ bore no signs that they had resisted their addi-, 

: tion, DeppWs body bore pinjc.blotdies of 

i‘“'?HSrPiMaio Siaradidfed"Na|rajdn 

' assistant-in the New Yprk .morgue, by^^saying that de-, ! 

compoiitioh wQuld bauCt-;color'?hang§§;m a corp§|;that j 

WOU& obscure strenguiatibn marks, defense wounds and li; j 

■' veil can still find'cyanide if the individual-has food in 

: "Sdu Mow the food win retain the cyanide.he took. ^ ^ 

^ Autonsies found undigested food—hamburger meat, po- 

tdtoefSKnd beahi^in the 

, medical exaimners peidomed;no,,toM^^^^^ 

J jjj ^jio said he performed more , 

' • topsies during his careeriiincliiding 31.years 

X Ywk medical examiner’s office; .testified ,that there is no 
'•'evidence'in this care to a teasbnable)i^dical certain^^^ 

! that cyanide was present hi the yidtims.^OiMaio 
^ nare”'bf'the skin would also have .contributed, to ^e -opr 
>. Icuriiig ofany strangulation^ defensepdar^flr^ 

i ^ ^^H^ver, Baden, 'thd stie’s te$uttaKwithess,'^ pide'd j 

'with Natarajan’s,view-,of,thercase. s^^^ 

: --BrKreJste^re^^^^^ 

* police;destified that cyanide, if usedj- would have .^did,; 

i ? / Hbpdl4 had been^deadthree op|pu^^ i 
i ' vears 'and the pink lividity was still obvious, Baden said*^\ i 
- I 1 - J I—/»rncQ-pvflniination whether cya-J 


I /^^Both^docfe 

'sions froiii reading Natara jarfe -i dute P^^^^ / 
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" ( T ByDANGAR^ / \ 


i' ^'r^iciiaM^Kukiins.krS' bw^ tape-re-» 
corded'^-wbrds: should serve tb^convict ’ 
mm of two cyanide-related murders, V 
prosecutor said yestefday.in closing a'r--* 
guments in the trial df-“The Iceman 
- But Kuklinski’s attorney, Public ' 

. Defender Neal Frank, .called the evi- ^ 
' 3 bunch ■ of garbage’’- and" asi i 

.sailed the state’s witnesses as “a'' 

; parade of known killers aridiiarsA’ : I f 

and Deputy Aftorney. Gen-I; 
oral, Robert Carrollpresented'closing'. - 
'arguments in>the tfM of Kuklinski;. 52 !-> 
who IS. charged with; using cyanide to * 

! poison two alleged Paterson crime con-l'' 
ifederates,* Gary Smith and Daniel i'i 
. Deppner, jn 1982 and 1983. wi 'f .; -.cj, ‘ .n' 
' it ® ■ were also 'strangled, 

, Carroll described as “insurance’^ 
so they wbuld'nbTlive to testify*againsr ’ 

: Kuklinski, . • , « 

if ir Tv® 'go to the^’urytoday.t'v 
If Kuklinski is convicted,'the jury. wili',;-' 
decide if he will die for the crimes; ' . i, 
In his 2y2-h6ur sumihation in Su- 5 
Cnn/ti.Hackensack^^ told it 
' ®?de. a fataFmisV#* 

,Pftl*frdhe,* an uhdercovfr ™ 


federal agent who labored for mqhth| 

3 /P confidence by posine'as a^ 
r mob-style .New Yort | 

words, theyW; 
;,Mnpkhnski>; words,” told tl[e^ 
: jurqre as thercpurtroom. heard Kuklins- 
^ ^^?.Mp‘^®corded conversations with ' 

■ PoIifrone:;>‘ V ^ vFf 

= Kuklinski bragged; 

:\about haying killed a man by spreading 
;;^cyanide on his hamburger! rV, ^ 
r. just let him have"enough" to 
go bon appetit,”* Kuklinski said or the > 
!j?R?s».:vYou blend it in with something 
goppy. Put it on his hamburger with ‘ 
gTS-vy^you. gotta spread it 

out.’-’;?: 

V.’. point on the tapes, Kuklins-"^' 
ki told Polifrone that one of his victims 
ate an,entire hamburger without show- 


of .T—~ TfXii^ic: UiU 1 KI 

wrong?’ .’’ Kuklinski said. “He mus 
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tSEftlAUECO_ M F"rf> 


^ top? 

j SCt;‘v 


b6 

b7C 









(CONTINUED) 


t iave had the constitution of a bull But 
yhen he went, he went. He had enough- 
0 kill 10 guys.’^ >> ■:»‘v*-..'-. ,> >' 
At one-point,rDafroirstood at 
r arm’s-length from the seated Kuklinski, 
pointed to. him and said: .“The most., 
'^cowardly.:thing thfe man .did was .death , 
f,'by poison. By }he/time-it sneaks up, 
’•you’re defenseless-and fhere’s nothing 
\, you can do about ft,;you’re done.” r >- - 
>At one point on the tapw, which* 
j were recorded in 1986,;Kuklinski-.re- 
;:,veals to Polifrbne that police haive.been 
^questioning him about,the,slayings..He.^^ 
.worries that his former cfiirie ring' 
“foreman,” Percy House, may, testify 
^against him, and fells.’Polif rbhe f hat he 
'can’t geffojHoiise. because House was 
in protective custody while he was co- 
, operating>ith' authorities. 
i,f \ "This is four'years,after;the.mu^- ' 
; «ers,,.arid Mr. Kuklinski is *w 
;^out,6ne’more fat,”.Cafrbll:said. f' 

. t ■: Tn testifying "against :-Kuklinski; ' 


House admitted that, he ordered thel 
deaths- of Smith and Deppnef fori 
fmessingup.” ' . 

’ , ' Smith-was found dead in Decen|-. 
%erl982'in a North Bergen mbtelrobra 
and Deppner was found in jtheJWest; 

► Milford woods in May-l983. ’ ‘ 

' ' * In his summation, Frahjc'Argued 
that it is. House who should bb'on’trial. 
-He-rioted Hdusri was^grarited* immunity 
• *from prosecution in 'a'previiougfiiufder 
in Paterson, ;apd now. has beeft-’^fanted 
t immunity to testify againM Kfiklinski; 

V- ; . .“Percy Horise is a known* killer 
abd liar arid is -walking 'awajLfrom 
*i'three, murders;”; Frank said.-;;“IR’ll;do 
' anything to stay out of jail.” ’-.I'ir •• .> 

, ; Frank charged House’s^cpmmon- 
- law-wife;-;Barbara.pepprier,*Vv?hp was, 

I i formerly mdrried to panieUPelpner,. 
..:pvith;,testifyirig .against JKokfinskiJtp, 
maintain custody of her eight childferi.’*’ 

■' • :Frank fecalled^the" testimony.-of | 
‘''Marsha:Menibririb,'an Attbrney-'iftr the^ 

, vstate“ Divisfon"of Ybuth and Family 
. Services, who said the state .waSj,plan- 
►-iiirig to take away the children^*,.... ip,:: 
..’liJThe couple .retained custody;afibr 
State Police investigatpr' Paft'Kank 
- .who' headed the inv.estigatibri*'6f''Kiig- 
linsfci-i'tebtified at'a^DYFS; hearing on-' 
:,the'couple’s behalf. ’I 

.v'Ffankialso lashed,bufatfhe .state’s | 
'failure to-find cyanide during;tne-au:!'. 
topsies of Smith aridPepprief^t;' J 

I.,*;-“HbW.iri the world do you’cbnsidef 
cyanide ak a Cause of death whenithef e 
is :rib. forensic evidence of-.byanide. in 
Hheir bodies?'That, is ^he most’half- 
^.baked; baloney position Pve ever se'erii” 
;'Ffahksaid.“:;!.v;'.;V';;»r;, 

i ;-;^<State:Assistarit. Medical Examiner 
> Df .Geetha Nafarajan had testified that 
/while no cyanide was found; thfideatlis 
:.-were ^iconsistent”, wUh cyahidejpbispnT; 
angb’ecause.the bbdies'b'orejrip.:agns‘of 
/defense .wounds that'would indic ate 
•fhey resisted strangul|tibri.; ;^:^,!yj?. - 
' “;. HoVeyerj'’Frank •called .;three fOr, 
iferisicVexperts ivho .tostified ithat such 
fdefehse’wounds .would riofbe found be- 
"cause of*decoiripositioh. ‘•» ; r' 
... --■'! 
/(‘..^^tOnfy one witness/ Richard Patter- 
sori/'who, was brice .erigagbd tb KukliriSr 
4 ki’s;daughter, Mbrrick, tied him direci • 
ilf • to one' of the bodies. Patterso r, 
•.tbsfified/thatKuklinski- ariked him t) 
hBlp duinp.a body on Feb. j, 1983.',. - 





( 


t 


PD-350 (Rev. 12-5-78) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 




(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

THE STAR LEDGER 
NEWARK, N.J. 

Date: 

Edition: MARCH. 16, 1988 

ICEllAN JURY FAILS TO 

Title* 

' REACH VERDICT 


Character: 

or 

Classification: 
Submitting Office: 






%. AfjB^srgen '^^ jui^ weipng life fate' of .Richardl' 
Kuklinski, the so;calIed,“Iceman”, whfe fs'charged'’wife ' 
two'cyanide-felatedmurdersilailed to r^ch' a' Verdfct' iri.its' 
'firstday of'delibefations^?' v; ‘ 5 - . *, ' 

f, The'jufors.fwere given the case yesterclayiin feeJSth'J 
,fey oflhe trial in. SuperiprCourt, Hdckerisackr 
i;Kuklinski, fe 52-year-oId>grandfathet>hb livesTn Du- ’ 
inonf,j is. charged with killing two' alleged crime^cohorts,': 
,Gai^ Siluth and Daniel Depgher, in .l982 aiid 1983.- i v v;.• > ■; 

’■Tfe' jury is-stiidying-anei^t^bunt indfctment in which ■ 
Ihe 6-f6ot-4-inchir240-pouhd Kuk&nski is/also'" ch'arled with 
•conspiracy to commit murder and with harh'ofing Smith end' 
Deppher to avoid prosecution, .: :C 

> If the Six-Man; six-wbman jury finds hihi guilty of thO V 
slayings, R\wll:-reconvene to decide-’whether hebhould'- 
die by lethal injection. '-.. v 

i";:; Mciofeg,.ar^mehfeDep%; Attoraey deheralRb^^^^ 

; Carroll portrayed Kuklinski as'the “cowardly” head'of a.-'t 
Paterson crime ring whoaprinkled cyanide bn the haCals of < 
his.victims to hinder his capture. ■ ?;. ; 

; /.! According .to .testimony by-the 34 state’s'wifeessbs;^ 
; Kuklinski was the “boss”, of a crime' ring that stole'cars,; I 
[passed hot checksj and committed burglaries and robberies; y 
f,, ‘; Percy,House,[the group’s, .“foreman,’’; testified thaK^- 
i while he w£^in Passaic Cdunty Jail, he ordered the ex^‘-? 
,■ ecutions of Smith and Deppner, the ring!sv“workers;’’. forr^ 
, fouling up severai crimes.-.; ‘ • 

House-said;he told his.common-lawi wife, Barbara ^ 
Deppher, to pass' the execution orders fo Kuklihski.;B'arbara;; 
.Deppher is the ex-wife of Daniel Deppihefn ; v ■ > 

. Withess® testified, that after police closed in' oh the ■ 
fang, and jailed House, Kuklinski and Barbara Deppnerf 
hid Smith and Daniel Deppner in several motels; [ -.v‘;r :• vfe. 
i V' Smith; was found slain in a.North Bergen motel’on Dec.-*; 
2.3,';1982,-and Deppher [was-allegedly .killed'on Feb. 7,, 
,1983, m;the Bergenfield apairtnient of Richard Patterson,'■ 
[ who was engaged to Kuklihski’s daughter. . ' >: „' < 

- ' Barbara Deppner testified that Daniel Deppner called 
from a motel rgh m and told her that “Richie (Kuklihskii 
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: ;,^prteidid. andrul • ptf'tiaryls, liaiinburijer andUiis ey& went' i 

5' ^gOOfy;;j;; «;--'> " >! •'''‘' 

■’ - ' i- 

\CprdiBarbara.DpppifeftestifM^^^ :.' v Xr 

' Wranned ih MrhalDro ha^crc m fTia’Wnoi^ 


‘ r• 1 j ^ 7 *->*iv.***i'i*>* <>cjro; lu rtLiciBuzj 5,' cer-* 

; .g^ieldflpartment. •;" i'.. , v,fv. .,;-; 

:\;;..::®rpsecutprs:thpon^^^^ 

,.;Mart^en^;befores^^ 

; Kukhnski to, West-;M where Kiiklinski. took' the 6odr^ 
rfrpm (car the truhk<and'dumpfed itiin: the wo'odsrX 

PF%ed";a';#fe'bf;fapi;rec^^^ 

1 ’"^ with'jh federal undercover agent who’ -') 
'.befriended-Kuklinski;-,Ih the:tabbs;;lfntiinsir? -( 


because autopsies faiia td’d^^ 

• tectjCyaaidfin;the,victinfe;;f,K-.;;..,i<..,. -.,.!.,j^ ;;"^--4 

.//fcX Yesterday; ,Frank-iske^^^^ 
meisjer ^instruct jpfore;that they Iciuld findKufclihsk^'' 

innopent of falling ;Srnith^%.hKfPTO ,cph^^^^ 

-lieve ttat Bmith died fisnistrangiilkion at'deppne^^^^ hand/l-jl 
i duct, , .he j^p^ld; face the'death .penalty.* A cbnv^^^ 

^i»pment., 

il^Mechenmaster rejectM bank’s -mPtioA 'and^fnstrafct?^ • 
red-thejuryihat-itcto^^ 

VnoJla Pf™ it .beiieyes’that the.cyanide poison^X- 

, ng |nd,strangulatp contributed equally tb Sinlth’s deathr^K* 
:'::.-5‘;sJ^?apk;said his. motion is intended tdrediiceK^^^ 

that Kuklinski was involved in bither, slaying. '- ‘'.l,;* f'-jAi'l 
fer/Kuklinski is;a three other slavines' for' 

which he Will, be tried later.tHe was: riiclcnaihed^The v ’ 
one 

•freezerfpr. about two-years~.i./,-< '’•f .--.• .-.i- 
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■ .I:ti 'A Bergen County jury returned' ■ 
f, si)eedyjcohviction. yesterday against 
ii ?A®^®^?'I'- Kuklinskii finding the so- 
? i- called Iceman” guilty of poisoning two' 

< 4 men with cyanide .to silence them to au- 

thorities, ; 

f si. : pe:jury deliberated for less than 
; fouf; hours over two days before con- 
^p. victmg the 52-year-old Kuklinski on all' 

|jf eight; counts of an indictment charging 
, - him with murder, conspiracy to murder 
: '\and,harboring 'the victims to hindet 
-]prosecution; ^ ' 

However,. Kuklinski escaped' 
•possibility of being executed for his 
' Pc ??? because the jurors ,did not find i 

■ that he committed the raiirdefs “by his .' 
l--,own conduct,”'which is required in a; 

capitalconvictionifV \ ,4 

fBecausefthe-victims liod been 1 
S?v“ 2 ngled >as well, as poisohed, theii 
; jurors ruled'that Kuklinski acted as an-'i 
f accomplice in the killings; ..,: •' ^ 

conviction climaied a'-twd-f-'^ 

• -yehr state investigation'in .which prose- 
gainOd- an indictment against' 

»Kuklinski. largely because undercover .-i 
; federal agent'Doniinick Polifrbne be-' 
gfnended the accused killer and secretly 
; mpe-recorded his; bragging about mur-- 
fderandcyhhide.;, ■ -1 

^ the tapes;” said ] 

!Kuklinski’S;attorney,, Assistant Public ] 
-Defender :Neal Frank, who had argued : 
^that-the’ tapes were inadmissible be- ' 
cause they were irfeievant' ^ ■ 

V • Frank indicated he will appeal the ■' 
,verdict,..sayihg that sketchy, medical ’ 
(.eiddence pointing to the use of cyanide 
lIeft/‘reasonable:doubt?;in‘the'cas^^ 

- ... Pblifrorie, the undercover agent, > 
sqid he; was ;“ verv bleas ed” with the '^ 
iverdict.-. , 


■ '.'/'rMt toolMfe*ata^t a year just to 
j,meet him. He was the one that brought 
jCyanide into the case when he asked me 
itp; get him some pure, .cyanide,” Poli- 
ifronesaid. '.4 .--s; ..4^ ., , 

(W; ’“He belie'ved'that I was a wiseguy 
,^(M^ia. member),” .said Polifronei an 
•agent with the federm Bureau; of AlcO- 
^*hol, Tobacco and FirearmsI'! ; i 

.i ,KuMuKK|;'iwhbfli^ threA^^^^^^ 
iapd one, granddiild/liad no "reaction 
=\When the, verdict was, re^. W wife ’ 
^jBArbara, and his. daughter, Merrick, 
icried openly in ,the packed courtroom 
before and after the verdict-> 
f .who;did hot testify’ih , 

|the trialj faces a minimum sentence of 
|'30;years V[ithout parole on each murder' 
^conviction. He also faces five-to- 10 , 

’\ years for .conspiracy .and three to five ' 
^^ears for harboririgi ■ ' ' ' 



7 ' i.ywJiciiJiicU'UU KCU" 

;-,%unty Jail uhdef |2 millippba^^^^^^ .'M 

7 i.~* Haklinski facra separate ffi'ais'oWt 
Jhree other ^murders, ihcludingi one in .'I 
' Which he ..allegedly :stuffed thetvietiiri 
unside a TreOzer for two 'years ^to ob- 4 
.scure the. time of death. Court officials'’ 
■said, the ifirstipf:;the three trials is 
spheduledfpr late’April. . | ;/ 4 

f V vAccoydihg to ..testimony- in the 

.morith-lpng; trial, Kuklinski headed ii 
iPatersori crime ring that iVas under in-1 
„yestigation;.for.a series pf .par; thefts, i 
;;jewelry store, holdups and check foKi 
■ geries.- 

' - After police Areested'the hroupV ' 
^Toremah,” Percy House;'Kuklinski hid 
.the,ring’s “workers,” Gaiy Smith hhd, 
.®ahiel ."Deppner, .at North. Jersey - 
/mo.tels, instructing them riot to use the i 
.^Pjefflone or s tand jea^ ^ ■ • 


’.Barbara- beppnef, 'who is 'Daniel 
f" Deppner’s ox-wife, told the -jury that - 
■, when'she;visited Deppher at a Fprf Lee. 
"moteV'he ‘ confessed thrit.'^he Ptrarigled- 
'Smith after Kuklinski ':sprihkled “a 
'drug” on Smith’s hamburger. ; X, ; 

;• Smith’s.body'warifound urider'a'' 

bed iriri North Bergen motel.oh‘De(:/23,v 
vl9,h2,.''Deppner’s bo’'dy'wi’s-'fb'ri 
wrapped in garbage bagsArid dumped 1 
■iii the West Milford woods ;on May 13, 
.’1983. - 7 % U 

JurOrs- heard testimp'ihy tha^‘•aftelf^| 
'"'Deppner strangled Smithj Kiiklinskihidvl' 
'Deppher in-a -Bergenfield apartment'- - 
'’belpriging to. Richard Pattere 6 n,vwho 
was engaged to;Merrick Kukliheki;, t-' v-- 
- In-one-Of. the most draniatiri mo-i.'- 
'm’ents, of the trial, prosecutors .disr i,; 
.-played a blood-stairied carppt and mat-:!;,i 
tting taken froin the apartment foui?> 
-.'years after the slaying.;,: ''t- 7 ; 'v-I’ 
k-" ' Prosecutors theorize that KuklmsT:«'i 
i-ki poisoned- Deppner- with cyanide and i' 
that fluids from his^moiith stained the' ,' 
f carpet. ..V.-’ '.4 

. ..Patterson testified:that Kuklinski 
>■ asked him'to drive to West Milford,' 
where Kuklinski took a garbage-bag 
...bundle from the trunk and carried it i 
into the woods.’ > vS- v'T:*! 

.‘ ;D.eputy Attorney'General Robert 
..Carroll, , who prosecuted the 'case.’.wlth; 

: Deputy, Attorney General Charles-Wal-; 
'’dron; said he was pleasedthat the.state« 
‘was able-to gather, enough’'eyidenc,e; to 
KconvictKuklinski: A. B 

o ' ..-.‘“Some '.evidence ..W|s’c;Circumstan--,i 
'• fial and soriie whs direct;-'It:was;difect^ 

; evidence .when he-spoke.oh thethpes',’!-, 
Carroll said.'. 
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United States Attorney 
District of New Jersey 


970 Broad Street, Room 502 2011645-2155 

Newark, New Jersey 07102 FTS/341-2155 


August 20, 1985 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Post Office Box 1158 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 


Re; 



Kuklinski 


Dear 


Som&T OomfANU 
Bmesoj), x/. 






I have been in contact with Deputy Attorney General 
Daniel DeCore (609-984-7667) concerning the above-captioned 
person. The State is handling n ii II' iiur j n "i' ~ I i ij, 11 j im 
against him relating to his alleged connection to five 
homicides. In the course of their investigation they uncovered 
what they believed to be bankruptcy fraud on his part in his 
filing of a petition in this district. Case No. 84-03357(DV). 
The pertinent information is,as follows: 


RICHARD KUKLINSKI 
169 Sunset Street 
Dumont, N.J. 07608 
SS# 142-26-7071 


The allegations are that Kuklinski had hidden assets 
when he declared bankruptcy. His petition claims he had no 
business interests but investigation reveals the existence of a 
pornographic material company known as the Sunset Company, 428 
Old Hook Road, Emerson, New Jersey. He was in business with 
f George Malliband of Hungtington, Pennsylvania. Kuklinski owed 
Malliband $30,000 but Malliband was shot to death in 1980 
before Kuklinski could repay him. T ^ 

Kuklinski has admitted to runni-ng the Sunset Compa nVI 
He made hiS admission to Detective Sargeant l I of 

the Jersey’City Police Department On February 11, 1980. He 
again admitted owning and operating the Sunset Company in July 
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